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A Deſcription of juſtifying Faith. 


Rom. iv. 12. 


Who — walk in the eps of that fuith of aur Father 
braham. | 


neee OD, who condemned all men to 


death for one tranſgreſſion cf his 
G law, will never uſtify any man by 
7 what he can work in obedience to 3 
een law which he in any point trant- 
greſſes. And we may find this in 

the action of our conſcience upon any ore ſin. 
TE apoſtle having ſhewed both Ycus and Cen- 
tiles to be all under fin, and therefore incapable to 
ke juſtified by what they can work, declares that 
God manifeſts his juſtice, as well as his grace, 1 
juſtifying ſinners by what they believe Him teſti- 
fying concerning Jeſus Chriſt : even as he juſti- 
hed Abraham, not by what he wrouzhe, but by 
what he believed; as the Scripture taith, Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was counted 20 him fer 

righteouſneſs, verſe 2, 3 

THERE are two tenſes of jnſißſying in Scripture, 
1. It ſignifies the making of one juit or righteous 
who is unjuſt, as verie 5. — that juſtifieth the un- 
gody. See Chap. v. 19. and 2 Cor. v. 21. 2. It 
ignifies the declaring of one juſt who is already 
juſt; as when God is ſaid to be css chap. 
iii. 4; and as when Paul ſays of ſelf, 1 Cor. 
B iv. 4. 


4 A DEscrrIvTION of 


iv. 4 I know nothing by ny/olf,, yet am I not hereby 
quſhfied ; but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

WE have an inſtance of both theſe juſtifications 
in Abreham the father of the faithful. He was 
declared to be juſt, and fo juſtified, when he of- 
tered up J/aac; as the apoſtle Jumes favs, againſt 
thoſe who would be declarcd juſt by their believ- 
ing, without theſe works which are the neceſſary 
fruits and evidences of true belief. James ii. 20, 
—23J. But wilt thou know, O vam man, that faith 
withert works is dead? Fas nit Abraham cur —_— 
juſliſed by works, tcben he had offered Iſaac his ſon 
han the altar ? Seef? thon how faith wrought 11th 
lis wwer;, and by works was faith made perfect? 
nd the Scripture was fulfiild which faith, Abraham 
bel:oved G, and it was imputed unto him for righte- 
erfne/s : and he was called the friend of Gad. Ye 
[+2 thea how that by works a man is juſtified, and nit 
ty feith enly, Thus we fee, that a man who is 
juſtißed or made juſt by faith, is juſtified or de- 
clared juſt by his works wherewith his faith 
v-orks, and not by his believing without theſe 
works. For this juſtification of Abraham, by 
taith working with his works, was long after his 
juſtification by faith, or by what he believed, 
without works, long after the time of which the 
Scripture ſaich, he believed Cad, and it was im- 
puted to him for righteauſize/s. So that his juſtifica- 
tion by his works with which his faith wrought, 
was the declaration of his being already juſt by his 
faith, or by what he believed. And by this he 
was called the friend of God, who had been long 
before made his friend. For James ſays, that, in 
this laſt juſtthcation, the Scripture was fulfilled, 
which faith, Avraham believed God, and it was im- 
puted to him 7 righteouſneſs : and he was called the 

£ friend 
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Friend of G24. So it was the declaration of the 
firſt. 

Tk apoſtle Paul, upon the queſtion. Whe— 
ther a ſinner be made juſt by what he works, or 
by what he believes? oppoſing them who would 
be made juſt by their works, or become the 
friends of God by what they work, ſpeałks in this 
palſage of that firſt juſtihcation of Abrohan 
by faith, before his circumciſion, and before 
faita wrouzht with his work cf offering his for 
ty declare him juſt, win he became not jult I; 
what he wrought, hut by wheat he beliercd. 
And fo he ſays, verſe 2, —0. Fer if Abraham tere 
juſtified by works, he hath to ghry, but nat before 
God. For what ſaith the ſcripture? Abraham be- 
lieved Ged, and it was counted to him for righteouſ- 
= Now ti him that worketh, is the reward rechon- 
ed, nat of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth en him that juſtiſieth the ungodiy, 
his faith is counted for rightronſneſs : even as David 
= deſcribeth the bl:ſſedneſs of the man unte whom 

od imputeth rightezuſneſs without works, 

THERE was a righteouſneſs in Abraham's faith, 
which was imputed to him. And that ſame 
righteouſneſs is imputed to finners, both Jews 
and Gentiles, not working, but believing the tame 
thing that Abraham beiore believed. For the 
apoſtle ſavs, verie 22, — 25. It was imputcd ta 
him for righteonſneſs. Naw it was ut toritten for his 


fake alone, that it tms int iited ts him; but for us 


alſo, to whom it fhatl be tmbuted, believing en him that 
raiſed up Jeſeis our Lord from the dead, who was de- 
livered fr our offences, and raiſed again for our juſli- 
fication. There is a righteouſnels revealed in the 
word of God which we believe. This righteouſ- 
neſs was before ſet forth to Abraham in God's 

1 word 
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word of promiſe to him; and it is now ſet before 
us in the goſpel, as already wrougrhc by that feed 
of Azraham whom God had raifed up from the 
dead, even Jeſus Chriſt, delivered for the offen- 
ces of ſinners of all nations without difference, 
and raiſed again for their juſtification. That this 
ſame righteouſneſs was promiſed to Abraham, is 
manifeſt from the apoſtle's explication of that pro- 
miſe, which he believed, Gal. iii. 8,—14. And 
the ap wn} areſeeing that God would Juftify the hea- 
then > wn . aith, preached before the goſpel unto 
Abraham, — ſhall all nations T% bleſſed. So then 
they which be of faith, are bleed with faithful Abra- 
ham. For as many as are of the works of the law, 

are under the curſe.—Chrift hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us,—that 
th: b 14 of of Abraham might come on the nations 
through Feſus Chriſt. 

Bur though 2 righteouſneſs contained in the 
promiſe that Abraham believed, be tlie very ſame 
that is now declared to have been wrought by 
Criſt his ſeed, who is raiſed from the dead : and 
though it be imputed to us believing, even as it 
was to him believing : yet there was ſomething 
in the matter of his faith different from ours. For 
he was called to believe, when he had no hope 
of being a father, that He in whom all nations 
fhould be bleſſed would be of his fed; fo that he, 
who was going childleſs, ſhould be the father of 
many nations. God faid to him, Gen. xv. 4, 5, 
6. Vle that fhall came forth out of thine ot bowels, 
fall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, 
and ſaid, Lock now toward heaven, and tell the ſlars, 

if thou le able ta number them; and he faid unt 
„in, So fhail thy ſeed be. And he believed in the 
Lerd; and he caunted it ts hun for 11g a, > 
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Now the apoſtle makes this in Abraham's faith, 
which is different from ours, the example or pat- 
tern to our believing on him who raiſed up Jeſus 
our Lord from the dead. And fo he gives us a 
lively deſcription of juſtifying faith, by pointing 
out the ſteps of 3 believing in Him who 
quickeneth the dead, to become the father of 
many nations; and by ſhewing us, that we walk 
in the ſteps of that faith, when we believe in Him 
that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, to become 
righteous, or to be juſtified. 

AxD thei: are the ſteps of Abraham's faith, that 
he points out to be walked in by us believing un- 
to righteouſnefs. 

1. [is believed to become a father, according to 
that which was ſpoken, verſe 18. He had no ground 
for his perſuaſton, but the word of God; and as 
God ſpake, fo he believed. Even fo we, in be- 
licving to be juſtiſed, are no more going upon 
our own experience and reatonings than did {- 
brahan ; but we are hearkening to the goſpel ſet- 
ting forth the reſurrection of Chriſt, that great 
fact wherein God ſhews the truth of his teſtimony 
concern ng his beloved Son in whom he 1s well 
pleaſed ; and we are giving credit to him who 
ſhews himſelf as God in that teſtimony ; and ws 
God favs, fo we believe. 

Iris the bufinets of faiti to. hear God's voice in 
revelation z and juſtifying faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. God revezled. 
himſelf in divers manners to the fathers, elpe- 
cially by a voice, which they that heard knew to 
be the voice of God; as Alan hearing the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden, and Eli- 
Jah hearing the {till ſmall voice. Revelation is now 
pertected in the ſcriptures of the apoſtles and 


B 3 prophets. 


8 A DzescriPpTiON of 


prophets. We can no more now hear any new 
revelation, nor ſuch a voice as they heard of old. 
The word of the Lord comes not to us in a viſion, 
ſpeak ing to us as to Abraham ; but we hear God 
ipeaking to us in the ſcriptures; and as man 
as believe, hear the voice that raiſes the trad, 
( Jobe chap. 5.) and know it is the word of the 
ord. We were made capable (in diſtinction from 
the brutes) of correſponding with God in this way. 


And we fee this correſpondence betwixt God an 


man both before and after the fall. Yea, not- 
withſtanding our diſobedience to God's word, we 
, have ſtill his voice in our conſcience-: for, how- 
ever we reaſon againſt it, we know the judgment 
of God by the teſtimony of our conſcience. And 
by this we are capable of revelation, and of di- 
vine teaching thereby. We may have received the 
ſcriptures by tradition ; we may have realoned 
ourſelves into an opinion that God is the author of 
them; but have we heard God ſpeaking in them ? 
as the apoſtle ſays to Chriſtians, If % be that ye 
hade heard him, and have been taught by him, as the 
truth is in 2 and as Jeſus ſaid, Ley man 
that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh to 
me. When God propoſes to make us live, not by 
our own labour, but by what he tells us, I/ ly. 
2, 3. he ſays, Hear, and yaur ſoul ſhall ive. The 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins hear the voice of God, 
and live, even as the dead in their graves ſhall 
hear it, and come forth, ohn v. 24, 25, 28, 29. 
We do not reaſon ourſelves into faith; but the 
goſpel of the apoſtles comes to us, not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
in much aſſurance; and we hear God ſpeaking in 
the ſcriptures, as Abraham heard him ſpeaking to 
him by the voice, and as the dead ſhall hear his 

voice: 
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voice: and we give the ſame credit to God as 
Abraham did. 

2. ABRAHAM, in believing to become a father, 
according to that which was ſpuken, reſpected 
God, not as concurring with nature, but as work- 
ing beyond the courſe of nature altogether. He 
beloved God who quickeneth the dead, and calleth thoſe 
things which be not, as though they were, verſe 17. 
If he had become a father in the natural way, his 
body not having been yet dead, even that could 
not have been without God, in whom he lived, 
and moved, and had his being ; and he was to be 
reſpected in it-as the author of nature, and as di- 
recting and influencing its whole courſe, But 
when God ſaid to him, who, according to na- 
ture, behoved to go childleſs, So ſhall thy ſeed be, 
he could not believe this without reſpecting God 
as reverſing the courſe of nature, like as in raiſ- 
ing the dead. He looked on the ſaying of God 
which. he believed, as on his calling the world 
out of nothing; or as his ſaying to the darkneſs, 
Let it be light, and it was light. 

AnD he that works righteouſneſs, and is not 
guilty, may look to God for juſtification in the 
natural way, as one that knows himſelf fit for be- 
ing accounted righteous. But a ſinner, not work- 
ing, but believing on God as juſtitying the ungod- 
ly, muſt reſpect him, in believing, as acting quite 
beyond the courſe of nature, even as raiſing the 
dead, and calling thoſe things that be not as though 
they were. Philoſophy, that follows the courſe 
nature, and traces the connection of things i 
that courſe, muſt utterly fail a man here. He\ 
goes out of its ſphere the moment he believes on | 
him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, 
for our juſtiſication. As nature is reverſed in 
E: that 
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that reſurrection, to believe to be juſtified through 
that, is to look to God for juſtification out of the 
way of nature altogether. And as the life we are 
intitled to in that juſtification is a ſupernatural 
life with Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, no wonder 
if our believing to be thus juſtified be declared 
the effect of the operation of God who raiſed 
him. Nor need we wonder, if the works where- 
with this faith works, and whereby it ſhews 
itſelf, be beyond the ſphere of what we call 
moral virtue. 

3. ABRAHAM believed in hope againſt hope to be- 
come the father of many nations, according to 
that which was ſpoken, verſe 18. He could find 
nothing about himſelf whereupon to found his 
hope of becoming a ſather: but, on the con- 
trary, he ſaw every thing eppoſtte to ſuch a hope, 
and ſerving to make him deſperate about it; as 
his body now dead, and the deadneſs of Sarah's womb. 
Yet, in believing that which was ſpoken, he had 
the moſt ſufficient ground for his hope. The 
word that God ſpake gave him confidence, in 
—_— to become the father of many nations, 
againſt all that he ſaw otherwiſe oppoſite to that 
hope. . 

Ix like manner, the ſinner that works not, but 
believes on him that juſtifies the ungodly, even 
him that raiſed Chriſt from the dead, finds no- 
thing about himſelf that can encourage him to 
expect juſtification, but every thing ſerving to 
lead him to deſpair. If juſtifying grace were diſ- 
penſed according to any htneſs whereby one man 
may be differenced from another as better qualified 
for it; he could find no ſuch fitneſs, no ſuch 
qualification in him to encourage him to look for 

that grace, but rather the contrary ; as Paul m_ 
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himſelf, Cyriſt came to ſave ſinnert, of whom I am 
chicf. If his acceptance with God ſhould go up- 
on any terms which he muit fulfil, he finds him- 
ſelf as much without ſtrength to fulfil them, (and 
eſpecially that of fincerity, Fer. xvii. q.) as Abra- 
ham found himſelt for becoming a father when his 
body was now dead. In a word, he views him- 
ſelf in that ſame point of light wherein the divine 
mercy held men in ſending the Son of God to die 
for them, and wherein his death reſpected them, 
i. e. as /inners, and excmies 1 God ; as wngodly, and 
without ſirenzth, chap. v. 6, 8, 10. and ſo he works 
not to make himielf righteous, but, ſeeing all his 
works againſt the hope of his juſtification, prays, 
as the publican, Be prefitions to me, a ſinner. For, 
in believing or giving credit to the teſtimony of 
the goſpel concerning the reſurrection of the hon 
of God, who, when we were yet without 
ſtrength, in due time dicd for the ungodly, and roſe 
again for their juſtification, he tinds good ground 
for the hope of being juſtified by that revealed 
righteouſneſs which is unto all and upon all that 
believe, without difference. He ſees good ground 
to hope for the bleſſedneſs of the man to whom Ged 
mputeth righteerſnejs witheret works. So his hope of 
being juſtified is againſt his feeling and expe- 
rience ; but it is according to his faith. For there 
is a glorious ground of hope in that which he be- 
lieves. And fo he walks in this ſtep of Abraham's 
faith, belicving in hope againſt hape. 

4. THERE was ſuch a certainty in Abraham's 
faith, ſuch a firm perſuaſion of that which was 
ſpoken, that no objection could ſtand in his mind 
againſt the truth of it, and no room was left there 
for a thought of the poſſibility of its being falſe. 
He behoved to be very certain, that what was 

ſpoken 
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ſpoken was the word of God, and fo aſſent to it as 
His teſtimony, for whom it is impoſſible to lie: for he 
belicved God; he gave crzdit to Him, who calleth 
thoſe things which be not a+ though they were. 
And ſuch was his confidence in the word of God, 
that the confideration of his tn body naw dead, 
when he was abzut an hundred years aid, and of the 
demi neſs of Sarah's ce, was not able to ſhake it. 
His faith did not admit this to conſideration as an 
ubjection againſt the word of God. So he flag- 
ger ed mt at the promije of God through unbeli-f 
being ful perſuaded, that what he had promiſed, he 
was alle alſo to perform, verſe 19, 20, 21. 

AxD tuch a certainty there is in the faith of 
Arahom's children believing on Him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly ; as we may fee from ſuch texts as 
theſe. Lale i. 1. Which are maſt ſurely believed 
&mong us. John vi. 69. Ve believe, and are ſure. 
John xvii. 8. I have given to them the words which 
thau gaveſt me; and they have received them, and 
have known ſurely that I came out from thee, and they 
have beli-ved that thou didſi ſend me. Heb. xi. 1. 
Faith is the confideitce of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen. Heb. iii. 14. We are 
made partaters of Chris, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence fledfaft unto the end. 1 Theil. i. 5. 
Our goſpel—cam? unte ge -in much aſſurance. I 
Theſſ. ii. 13. Ie received it not as the word of 
men, but (as it is in truth) the word of Gad, which 
effeclually wirketh allo in you thet believe. 1 John 
v. 9. 10. If we receive the witneſs of men, the tvit- 
neſs of God is greater. He that belicuveth on the 
Son of God, haih the witneſs in himſelf. Heb. x. 22. 
Let us draw ncar ---- in full aſſurance of faith. 
James i. 6. But let him aſe in faith, nothing waver- 


ing. 
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Tar faith of miracles was a type or ſign of the 
faith that is to the ſaving of the toul, even as the 
miracles were ſigns of that eternal ſalvation which 
is by faith. And we ſce that faith always oppoted 
to 8 

He that believes on Him that juſtifies the un- 
godly, cannot be doubting of that which he 
hears God ſaying. And the conſideration of 
his own unfitneſs to be juſtincd, even the impotF.- 
bility of his being juſtified in the natural way, 
cannot make him {tagger at the word of God; 
cannot hake his perſualion, that God who raiſed 
Chriſt from the dead, for the juſtihcation of ſin- 
ners, is able to make him, a ſinner, bleſſed by the 
imputation of righteouſncts without works. For 
he looks on tie word of God which he believes, 
as of the fame power with tat by which the 
worlds were framed, calling; the things that be 
not as though they were, cven as did rabam. 
And fo the faith of God's word haz a certainty 
in it, that philoſophy cannot boaſt of. 

Bur we muſt not think, that he who is thus 
certain of the ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
to make him juſt, is yet aſſured, that this righ- 
teouſneſs is imputed to him, and that he is made 
juit by it. For the word of God concerning the 
reſurrection of Chriſt for the juſtification of ſin- 
ners, teſtihes indeed 3 the ſufficiency of 
his righteouſneſs to juſtify the ungodly, and af- 
ſures him that believeth of juſtification : but it 
does not teſtiſy that this righteouſneſs is 
imputed to us not believing, or if we believe 
not; nor does it aſſure him that believeth nct 
of juſtification, but the contrary. And fo it 
cannot appear any other way, nor can we be 
any other way ſure, according to the word of God, 


that 
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that he imputes this righteouſneſs to us, but br our 
faith working with our works, as Abraham's faith 
did with his works when he was declared to be 
juſt. When we believe on Him that raiſed up 
Chriſt for the juſtification of the ungodly, we be- 
lieve that we may be juſtified by this. And the 
hope that ariſes from this faith or belief, is the 
hopeof being made juſt, or of becoming juſt, by the 
imputation of this righteouſneſs. And ſo the cer- 
tainty or aſſurance that js in this faith, is the aſſu- 
rance of this, that the righteouſneſs of the Son of 
God, raiſed for the Guſtification of the ungodly for 
whom he died, is enough to juſtify us ungodly 
— * ; is ſufficient, without more, to make us 
uſt. 
: Tuts certain frm perſuaſion of the power of 
Chriſt's reſurrection to juſtify us, is much like 
the faith that Jeſus called for in the caſe of mi- 
raculous healing, Marth. ix. 28, 29. Believe ye 
that I am evic ts da this? According to your faith 
be it unto you. The leper profeſſed this faith, who 
came to him, ſaving, F thou wilt, thu canſt make 
me clean. He was at his mercy, who was no 
way obliged to apply his healing power to him; 
but he made no queſtion of his power to heal 
him. He was fully perſuaded of his ability 
to do ii : and by this faith he was healed; for 

eus l=, upon it, [ till, be thou clean. But to 
him that ſaid, I/ than cant do any thing, have com- 
paſſion on us, ard help us; his anſwer was, 15 · 
canſt believe, all things are palſible to him that be- 
lieuethb. This man knew, that Jeſuꝶ and his diſ- 
ciples likewiſe, had caſt out devils, and cured 
many. But as he had brought his ſon to the 
diſciples, and they could not cure him, he did 


not know if Chriſt's power extended to this * 
Cale. 
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caſe. So he doubted of his ability, and did not 
believe it with a particular application to this caſe 
wherein he needed it. And the Lord's anſwer to 
him plainly figniftes, that the defect lay there, 
and that he ought to believe him able to do 
this that he wanted. And ſuch is the particular 
application that is in 1 faith. For, ſeeing 
theſe miraculous cures were ſigns of his power to 
forgive fins, faith in his blood for the remiſſion of 
fins anſwers to the faith of thoſe who were heal- 
ed. And fo the doubting that is oppoſed to faith 
in the blood of the Son of God for juſtification 
by the remiſſion of fins, muſt be our heſitating 
about the ſufficiency of that blood alone to juſtify 
us, and cur not being fuily perſuaded, by the 
teſtimony of God, that it is able to make us juſt, 
when we can find nothing about ourſelves to con- 
tribute to our juſtihcation, but every thing mak- 
ing againſt it 

5. ABRAHAM gave glory to God, when he be- 
lieved in hope againſt hope, according to what 
was ſpoken, and was ftrong in that faith, verſe 20. 

IF he could have contributed any thing toward 
the making good of that which was ſpoken ; he 
had then ſomething to glory in before another not 
ſo fit as he. But when it was quite otherwiſe, he 
gave God the whole glory of that which he be- 
lieved God alonc was able to perform. His faith 
glorified him as God who raiſes the dead, and 
calls thoſe things that be not as though they 
were, 

Even ſo, when we work not to make ourſelves 
juſt, but believe on him that raiſed Jeſus for the 
juſtiſication of the ungodly, we give him the 
whole glory of our juſtification, as not pretend- 
ing to contribute an y tning toward it ourſelves, 

but 
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but acknowledging him who diſtinguiſhes him- 
| felf as God, and manifeſts his glory in this juſti- 
fication. 

A SINNER that ſtudies to be made fitter than 
another for being juſtified, cannot be believing the 
ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to juſtify him, 
nor glorifying God who juſtifies the ungodly by 
that righteouſneſs. He that would work to make 
himſelf righteous, muſt ſuppoſe to himſelf a God 
that will not punith every tranſgrefſion, nor curſe 
every one that continues not in all things com- 
manded. He muſt ſuppoſe to himſelf a God that 
wi. juſtify by an imperfect righteouſneſs ; and fo 
loves not righteouſneſs nor hates iniquity as God, 
but as he would pretend to do himſelf. But he 
that believes on Him who raiſed Jeſus from the 
dead for the juſtification of ſinners, reſpects him 
as Cod, ſhewing the infinite oppoſition of his 
goounels unto all iniquity, in the death of Chriſt 
delivered for the offences of ſinners, and ſhewing 
his love to righteouſneſs, as juſtifying by a per- 
ect righteouſneſs, in raiſin him from the dead ; 
even that righteouſneſs which the Son of 
God finiſhed on the croſs: and fo, not being ig- 
norant of the juſtice of God, he goes not about to 
eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs, but glories the 
name of the righteous Father, whom the world 
knew not, as that name is manifefted by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

AGAIN, The ſinner that works to make him- 
ſelf juſt, muſt ſuppoſe to himſelf à God that has 
no mercy to ſhew to the worthleſs and miſerable, 
[the only proper objects of mercy |], nor any grace 
to manifeſt but unto thoſe who differ from others 
by ſome excelling qualiſication. He muſt =_ 

poſe 
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poſe to himſelf a God who cannot ſhew mercy to 
whom he will, but according to thoſe differences 
whereby ſinners may glory over one another, ſay- 
ing, as the Phariſce, God, I thank ther I am not as 
other men, er as this publican. But he that 
believes on him who raiſed Chriit for the juſtifi- 
cation of finners, acknowledges the glory of the 
divine mercy and grace ſending the Son of God, 
ſubſtituting him in the room of the ungodly to 
whom God would thew mercy, delivering him 
for their offences, and raifing him for their 
juſtification, without reſpect to any difference 
wherein one man can find himſclf excelled by 
another. This is to ſhew mercy like God. Juſti- 
fication is by faith, that it might be by this 
race. And he that works not, but believes to 
be juſtified by grace freely through the redemp- 
tion that is in Chriſt's blood, gives God the 

lory of his mercy, ſaying, as the publican, Gd 
55 propitions to me, a ſinner. And the ſtronger 
he is in this faith, the more he glorifies God as 
did Abraham. 

THnvs we have ſeen the ſteps of Mrabam's faith 
wherein they walk who believe in Chriſt for righ- 
teouſneſs. And we may be encouraged to walk 
in them by theſe words of the prophet, J li. 1, 
2, 3. Harken to me, ye that fellow after righteouf- 
neſs, ye that ſeek the Lord : laat unto the rack whence 
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged. Look unte Abraham your father, and unto 
Sarah that bare yon; for IT called him alone, and 
bleſſed him, and increaſed him. For the Lord will 
comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waſte places, 
and he will make her wilderneſs like Eden, and her 
deſert like the garden of the Lord : joy and gladneſs 
ſhall be June therein, thankſgiving, and the voice 


of melody. 
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2 Co R. iv. 13. 
Me having the ſume ſpirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken : 
we alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak. 


H E apoſtle here refers to what the Pſalmiſt 
ſaid in the name of Chriſt, Pſal. cxvi. 10. 
T believed, therefore have I ſpoken : I was greatly 
ajfiifted. And he ſhews us, that as Jeſus believed, 
and therefore ſpake, when he was perſecuted to 
death, for the truth; even ſo his apoſtles, ſuffer- 
ing tor that ſame truth which they alſo preached, 
were preierved from deſpair, and encouraged to 
hope like him by the ſame ſpirit of faith that was 
in him. For he ſays, verſe 14. Knowing that he 
which raiſed up the . Jeſus, Hall raiſe up us alſ? 
by Jiſus, erd fhall preſent us with you. 

UT this ſpirit of faith is none of thoſe things 
that were peculier to the apoſtles: for Paten ſpeaks 
thus to all true Chriſtians, 2 Pet. i. 1. Te them 


that have ebtained like precious faith with us. 


Even as Paul ſays to the Philippians, Let your can- 
verſatian be as it becoameth th g:fhcl. Stend faſt 


in one ſpirit, with one mind, riding together for the 
faith of the goſpel; and in nothing terrified by your ad- 
Derſaries e which is to them an evident toten of per- 
deticu, but ta you of ſalvation, and that ef God. For 

unt? 
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unto you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, nat only to 
believe on him, but alſo ta ſuffer for his ſake ; hav- 
ing the ſame conflict which ye ſaw in mr, and now 
hear to be in me, Phil. i. 27,—30. And Jeſus pray- 
ed the Father, not for his apoſtles only, (Jaln 
xvii. 20, 21.) but for all that ſhall believe on me 
through their word, that they all may be one, i. e. in 
the truth, having the ſame ſpirit of faith. They 
have it not all in the ſame meaſure ; and none 
of them has it in that perfection wherein Jcſus 
had it; for in all his followers the fleſh luſts a- 
gainſt the ſpirit of faith: But they all have it, 
and are all fitted by it to follow him the author 
and finiſher of their faith, though none of them 
come fully up to the perfection of the pattern. 
Lux Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe power Jeſus was con- 

ceived holy in the Virgin's womb, dwelt in him as 
the ſpirit of faith forming him into a temper and 
diſpoſition ſuitable to the faith wherein he grew up 
from his infancy. And this is the Spirit ot Chriſt, 
which if any man have not, he is none of his. 
Yea, no man can make a right profeſſion of the 
faith, but by the Holy Ghoft. 

THe truth that Jeſus believed is the ſame that 
all his followers believe unto righteouſneſs, and 
confeſs unto ſalvation, even this truth that he 
heard from the Father at his baptiſm, viz. T HIS 
IS MY BELOVED SON, IN HOH I AM 
IVELL PLEASED. This is the truth imported 
and demonſtrated in his reſurrection from the 
dead; this is the great ſcope of all ſcripture-reve- 
lation: and this is the word that he gave his dif- 
ciples, to diitinguiſh them ſrom the worid, that 
hated them for it; praying his Father, that they 
might be ſanctified through this truth. He be- 

KI lieved 
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lieved it, and thercfore ſpake it : fo do they, hay- 
ing the ſame ſpirit of faith. 

THe Son of God was from eternity perfectly 
conſcious of h's being the fame God with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, and of his being a diſ- 
tinct perſon from them in the ſame Godhead, the 
perſon to be ſent forth, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to fulfil it for ſinners, and recon- 
cile them to God by his death, as a facrifice well 
pleaſing to the Father. And fo he had no need 
to be told that he is the beloved Son of God in 
whom he is well pleaſed ; he could not have an 
occaſion for this revelation, nor any uſe for the 
faith of it. But when he became man, he then 
1-new this truth in his human ſoul, the ſame wa 
that we alſo know it, by the ſame ſpirit of faith, 
opening his ear to hear the word of God, and 
making him give credit to the divine teſtimony in 
revelation. As he grew in wiſdom, he grew up 
irom a child in the knowledge of this truth, by 
means of the Old- teſtament ſcriptures, and the 
revelation to his mother concerning him before 
his conception. See Luke ii. 46, 47, 48, 49. 
When he came to the baptiſm of John, undertak- 
ing te fulfil all righteouſneſs for his people, he there- 
in profeited the faith of his being that perſon by 
whom God ſhould be reconciled to men, even the 
Son of God, made under the law, to fulfil it 
for ſinners. And he was confirmed in this faith, 
by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, and 
by the Father's voice from heaven teſtifying the 
ſame thing that he believed from his infancy. 

John the Baptiſt, who ſaw and heard this, teſti- 
fed of Jeſus as the Son of God, who, coming from 
heaven, is above all that ever were ſent of God to 
ſpeak to men, and as the only proper object of the 

| Father's 
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Father's love. And he alſo teſtihed of the Fa- 
ther's being well pleaſed in him, whom he heard 
undertaking to tulfil all righteouſneſs for his 
people; for he ſaid, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh azcay the fin of the world. And he foretold, 
that this his teſtimony of him would be 2 
proved by his baptizing with the Holy Gho 
and with fire; as we fee he did on the day of 
Pentecoſt, 

Tesvs, after this confirmation of his faith at 
John's baptiſm, and after the trial of it by the 
temptation of Satan, which he overcame by the 
word of God, confeſſed and preached this truth 
which he believed. He ſhewed himſelf to /frael, 
as the beloved Son of God, by the ſcriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, by the teſtimony of Fobn, by 
the divine works that he wrought among them, 
and by the Father's voice from heaven: and, 
condemning their righteouſneſs wherein they glo- 
ried, he declared to them, that he was come to 
fulfil the law; that he did always thoſe things that 
pleaſed the Father ; and that he came down from 
heaven to give his fleſh and blood for the life of 
the world. When he was perſecuted by the 
Fews for this truth that he believed and ſpake, 
he perſcvered in the belief and confeſſion of it 
to the death, laying down his life upon it. 
And, even under the hiding of his Father's face 
from his foul, he confeſſed it to the Father, 
ſaying, O my Father, if this cup may not paſs away 
from me except I drink it, thy will be done; and, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. The 
Holy Ghoſt dwelling in him as the ſpirit of 
faith, ſuſtained him in his agony, when through 
that eternal Spirit he offered himſelf without ſpot 
a ſacrifice to pleaſe the Father. The obedience 
he then learned from the things that he ſuffered, 


even 
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even the perfect ſubmiſſion and ſubjection to the | 
will of the Father in drinking that cup, was the 
effect of his believing himſelf to be the Father's 
beloved Son, in whom he is well pleaſed. And 
by this Faith, and not by any ſenſe or feeling of 
the Father's love, was his ſoul kept from defpair 
in his agony and encouraged, when exceeding | 
ſorrowful unto death, to hope for the reſurrection 

of eternal life to himſelf, and to all his people. 

We may therefore look on this faith as the 
principle of his obedience to the death, by which 
we believe to be juſtihed, and to which this be- 
lief muſt conform us. And we cannot rightly 
think of him as our pattern, without thinking of 
this ſpring of his conduct; nor can we walk as 
he walked, if we have not the ſame ſpirit of faith 
that formed his character, and conducted him in 
his life and death. If then we would know what 
muſt be the effects of the faith in us, we may 
look to the effects of it in our pattern, the author 
and fhniſher of our faith. And to this purpoſe let 
us obſerve the following inſtances. 

1. THE ſpirit of faith influenced him to profeſs 
the truth that he believed, though the profeſſion 
of it expoſed him to the hatred and contempt of the 
world, and of the beſt eſteemed in the world; 
though it made him a ſcorn to his enemies, and a 
fear to his friends, even when left alone to con- 
feſs it in the certain proſpect of death for it: / 
believed, therefore have I ſpoken : I was greatly 
afflicted. T he fame appeared in the apoſtles and 
farſt Chriſtians having the ſame ſpirit of faith. ! 
And we ſec how the profeffion of the faith is in- 
ſiſted on every where in the New Feſtament, and 
connected with falvation : Viib the heart man vc- 
lieveth unto rigiteouſre;s, and with the mouth conr 
feſſton is made to ſalvutian. 


THE 
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THe truth that Jeſus and his apoſtles believed 
and ſpake, is ſignined to us in all the ordinances 
of the New Teſtament. And we confeſs it in the 
obſervation of thefe according to the inſtitution ; 
as we may ſee from Heb. x. 22,—25. It is true, 
men obſerve theſe ordinances wherein the faith 
is profeſſed without the ſpirit of faith, when they 
go about, by them, to eſtabliſh their own righ- 
teouſneſs againſt Chriſt, whoſe righteouſneſs is 
ſigniſied in them, as that which pleaſes God; 
even as the Fervs did by the ordinances of wor- 
ſhip in the Old Teſtament. But if any would 
ſeem to be ſpiritual, in ſhewing neglect to any of 
thoſe inftitutions wherein the truth is ſignified to 
us, and profeſſed by us, we may ſay the ſpirit that 
conducts them in this is not the ſpirit of faith. 

2. THe ſpirit of faith made Jeſus a deſpiſer of 
tradition, with all the doctrines and command- 
ments of men in religion, and at the fame time a 
reverencer of divine revelation, to which he ſhew- 
ed the greateſt reſpect and ſubjection, in the ſcrip- 
tures of the prophets, and in the miniſtry of ohn 
the Baptiſt. For divine faith depends wholly on 
divine revelation. Faith hears nothing but God's 
word ; and it hearkens to all that he fays, with a 
reſpect due to the authority of the ſpeaker : there- 
fore it is the character of %s, and of all his fol- 
lowers in the faith, that they tremble at God's 
ward, I/. Ixvi. 2, 5. | 

Tas fpirit of faith led Jeſus, who ſhewed neglect 
to uſages that had no foundation but in tradi- 
tion, into the diligent obſervation of every divine 
precept. He obicrved the precepts of Moſes, 
carefully keeping the paſſover before he ſuffered. 
And he came all the way from Galilee to Jordan 
to be baptized of Fohn. The fame ſpirit of faith 

appeared 
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appeared in all his firſt followers, both Ferws and 


Gentiles, keeping the ordinances of the goſpel as 


the apoſtles delivered them, who received them 


from the Lord. We fee how readily they ſub- 
mitted to baptiſm as ſoon as they believed, an: 
how they aflembled on the firſt day of the week 
to break bread. The churches, after the firſt 
church in Feruſalem, continued ſtedfaſtly in the 
doctrine, fellowſtip, breaking of bread, and 
prayers, praiſing God. For when the Gentiles 
received the word of the apoſtles as the word of 
God, and it wrought effectually in them, it made 
them followers of the churches of God which in 
Fudea were in Chriſt Jeſus. And the forſaking 
of the aſſembling together for the obſervation of 
the ordinances, is placed as an evidence of apoſtaſy 
from the faith. The believing Jews {till obſerv- 
ed the precepts of Moſes, till their conſciencey 
were looſed from the obligation of them by reve- 
lation; while the believing Gentiles did not ob- 
ſerve theſe precepts, becauſe they had divine re- 
velation for their not obſerving them. So both 
Fews and Gentiles, as well in the things wherein 
they yet differed, as in the things to which they 
dl already attained, and were agreed in, ſhewed 
ſubjection to the divine authority in revelation, 
trembling at God's word, as Jeſus did before 
them. And upon this footing they were called to 
forbear one another in love, as to the things 
wherein they differed, endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. But an 
unity among Chriſtians, that ſtands by diſpenting 
with the neglect of any truth or precept of revela- 
tion, and by indulging a regard to the doctrines 
and commandments of men, cannot be called the 


unity of the faith. A friendſhip that is culti- 
vated 
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vated by forbearing one another, in diſregardin 
any commandment of God, and in the keeping of 
human tradition, cannot be friendſhip with Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſays, Te are my friends, if ye do what- 
foev'r I command you ; and, If a man love me, he 
will keep my tuards; and, He that loveth me not, 
keepeth not my ſayings. For He that faith he abid- 
eth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he 
walked. | 
3. Tux ſpirit of faith made Jeſus a lover of the 
truth which he believed, and a hater of eve 
thing oppoſite to that truth. Faith worketh by cha- 
rity or love; and it wrought in Jeſus by that cha- 
rity which rejoiceth not in unrighteouſneſs, but re- 
joiceth with the truth. He loved the Father's name, 
manifeſted in that truth as infinitely t and mer- 
ciful. And he loved them that were of that truth, 
for the truth's ſake, which he gave them, and the 
received, herefore he Caid to his Father, 2 
rightezus Father, the world hath not known thee ; but 
I have known thee, and theſe have known that thou 
haſt ſent me. And I have declared to them thy name, 
and wiil declare, that the love therewith thou ha 
loved me, may be in them, and I in them. While he 
delighted in them that were of the truth, he con- 
ſidered them as oppoſite to the world, that hated 
them for the ſake of the truth that they received 
from him ; and he loved them becauſe they were 
not of the world : for he took no pleaſure in 
worldly men. He conſidered the beſt eſteemed 
among them (who were the moſt ſelf-righteous) 
as the greateſt haters of the divine name, enemies 
both to the mercy and jultice of God manifeſted 
in the truth that he heard from the Father; and 
he looked on them with anger and grief. Yea, 
he was alſo diſpleaſed with his diſciples when at 
any 


? 
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anytime * ſhewed a temper oppoſite to the 
truth that they believed. He conſidered the 
beſt of the unbelieving Jews who oppoſed that 
truth as the children of the devil; and he aſcrib- 
ed any oppoſition to it that he found in his diſ- 
ciples, to the influence of Satan upon them. Such 
WAS HIS CHARITY. 

His commandment to his followers in the faith 

is, T hat they love one another, even as he loved 
them; and they were diſtinguiſhed from the be- 
inning by their obedience to this command, 
he ſcriptures of the apoſtles are full of exhorta- 
tions to it, as the native fruit and proper eviden e 
of unfeigned faith. And they every where direct 
_ Chriſtians in the outward expreſſions and practice 
of that love, which is their obedience to the goſ- 
pel. For the followers of Jeſus love one another, 
not in word and in tongue, but in work and in 
truth, as he did, 

Bur as Jeſus believed, that he was to reconcile 
enemies to God, and fo gave his life for them a 
ſacrifice well pleaſing to the Father ; his charity, 
the fruit of this faith, wrought alſo in the way of 
benevolence or good-will to thoſe whom he looked 
on as his enemies for the ſake of the truth, and 
who perſecuted him to death for it in their igno- 
rance and unbelief. So he prayed, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. And he re- 
quires the fame good-will to encmies in his fol- 
lowers ; commanding them to love their enemies, 
to bleſs them, to pray for them, and to do them 
good. 
+» JEsvS is a pattern to his followers in the faith, 

not only in doing good eſpecially to the houſe- 
hold of faith, as to whom charity rejoices with 
the truth, but alſo in doing good to all men, to- 
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ward whom it works in the way of grace and 
good-will. His whole obedience to the death 
was a work of grace and mercy to miſerable ſin- 
ners, to the worthleſs and wretched ; for the end 
of it was to reconcile them to God. He went 
about always doing good, relieving the diſtreſſed. 
And chongh he himſelf was ſupported by the libe- 
rality of thoſe that miniſtered to him of their ſub- 
ſtance; yet we ſee his little bag, that was ſome- 
times empty, was open to the poor. His doc- 
trine of almſgiving, againſt covetouſneſs, was ri- 
diculed by the Phariſees, who gave much alms. 
And the 3 works that are required through- 
out the New Teſtament, as the fruits and evi- 
dences of faith, are works of mercy and almſ- 
deeds, to be done to all men, but eſpecially to 


the houſehold of faith. 


THe charity of Jeſus, or his love to the truth 
that he believed and ſpake when he was greatly 
afflicted, ſhewed itſelf alſo in enduring all that 
affliction for the ſake of that truth. And ſo he 
is the pattern of the charity that endureth all things. 
The Chriſtian zeal is the fervency of the Chriſ- 
tian charity ; and as that zeal is the zeal of 
works, fo it likewiſe appears in reſiſting unto 
blood, ftriving againſt fin, after his example, 
who endured the contradiction of ſinners againſt 
himſelf, and endured the croſs. The Jews had 
a zeal of God that moved them to perſecute him 
for the truth; but, in oppoſition to theſe chil- 
dren of the devil, his zeal ſhewed itſelf in ſuffer- 
ing for the truth. In like manner, his firſt fol- 
lowers counted all things loſs for the excellen 
of the truth, and ſuffered the loſs of all things 
for it. And we ſce from this ſame paſſage, that 
the apoſtles looked on the truth, which they alſo 
believed and ſpake, as 5 precious treaſure in their 


poſſeſſion, 
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poſſeſſion, for the ſake of which they loved not 
their lives to the death. 

N ow, this is that charity, or love of the truth, 
that is oppoſite to the love of the world, and to 
all its luſts, and can dwell only in a heart purifi- 
ed by faith. This is that great effect of the faith, 
in Jeſus, and in all thoſe that have the ſame ſpi- 
rit of faith. Others may talk of this Chriſtian 
virtue ; but they can know nothing about it. 

4. THe ſpirit of faith in Jeſus, was the ſpring 
of that ſincerity and truth in Him, in whoſe mouth 
guile was not to be found. There was a per- 
dect agrecinent betwixt the belief of his heart 
and the confeſſion of his mouth. He believed, 
and therefore he ſpake; not as the Phariſees, 
drawing near to God with the mouth, inſtantly 
worſhipping day and night by ſacrifice in the 
profeſſion of the hope of the promiſe of Chriſt 
made to the fathers, while their hearts were far 
removed from him in the way of ſelf- righteouſ- 
neſs And theſe are followed by men profeſſing 
with the mouth in the Chriſtian worſhip, that 
God is well pleaſed in his beloved Son; and, 
under this ſame profeſſion, going about to eſta- 
bliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, and to recon- 
cile themſelves to God another way. Thus their 
profeſſion of the faith is a lie: And for this anti- 
chriſt is called a liar. In oppoſition to his fol- 
lowers, it is ſaid of the followers of the Lamb, 
whoſe blood makes them without fault before the 
throne, That in their mauth was found no guile. 
Agrecably to this favs the Pfalmiſt, Bleſſed is the 
man tente whim th: Lord imputeth nit iniguity, and 
n whe:ſe ſpirit no guile. And he gives this cha- 
racter of an inhabitant of God's houſe, That he 
ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. The truth that Je- 
ſus believed and ſpake, is the ſpring of all the 
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real ſincerity that is to be found in the hearts of 
men. The apoſtles preached it in /mplicity and 
godly fencerity ; and, as the apoſtle ſays in this 
paſlage, renounced the hidden things ef dijhineſty, nat 
talking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of C 
SP 1 but by manifeſtation of the truth, c:m- 


mending _— to every man's conſcience, in the 
fight of God. And finglen:ſs of heart was from 


the beginnivg the remarkable effect of it in them 
that believed it; therefore it is faid, Ep». iv. 
21, 22, 23, 25. If fo be ye have heard him, and 
have been taught by him, as the truth is in Fes : 
that ye put off concerning the former converſation, 
the ald man, which is corrupt according ts the deceit- 
ful luſis, and be renewed in the ſpirit of yorr mind. 
— Wherefore putting away lying, ſpeak cvery man 
truth with his neighbour : for we are menibei's ane 
of another. 

THEY who would pleaſe God by fincerity, 
and make that which they ſuppoſe or ſeck to find 
in themſclves the term of their acceptance with 
Him, would do well to examine their ſincerit 
in this profeſſion, That God is well pleaſed in 
his beloved Son. For if this faith be not un- 
feigned, if they do not unfeignedly love this 
truth, and them that are of it, there is no ſin- 
cerity in them. No man can be ſincere in this 
profeſſion without the ſpirit of faith. And every 
one that is ſincere in this profeſſion, puts off the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the de- 


ceitful luſts. 


5. THE humility and ſelf-denial of Jeſus was 
the effect of the ſpirit of faith in him. For be- 
lieving himſelf to be the Son of God come down 
from heaven, to give his fleſh and blood for the 
life of the world; therefore, having taken upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and being found in 
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faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and be- 
came obedient to death, even the death of the 
croſs. When he condeſcended to waſh the feet 
of his diſciples, and Peter refuſed it, he ſignified 
to him, that if he did not humble himſelf, and 
condeſcend farther to waſh him from his fins in 
his own blood, he could have no part with him: 
And when he called his diſciples to humility and 
ſelf-denial, in ſerving one another, he ſet his 
own example before them in this manner, For 
even the Son of man came not to be ſerved, but to 
ſerve, and to give his life a ranſom for many. 
When Peter, who had confeſſed the faith of the 
Son of God, ſhewed averſion to his humbling 
himſelf to the death, he rebuked him ſeverely; 
and aſſured all his followers, that they muſt de- 
ny themſelves, take up their croſs, and follow 
him. The ſame mind mult be in them that was 
alſo in Him, if they have the ſame ſpirit of 
faith, and believe the ſame truth that He beliey- 
ed. It was in the faith of this truth, that He 
ſhewed the greateſt ſelf-denial, and moſt humble 
ſubmiſſion to the will of the Father, when he 
ſaid, Not my will, but thine be done for he look- 
ed on himſelf in the view that is expreſſed in 
theſe words, Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt- 
offerings, and fin-offering thou didſi not will, neither 
zvaſt well pieced, (which are offered by the lau: 
then ſaid he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the firſt, that he may eſtabliſh the ſe- 
cond. By the which will we are ſan#tified, through 
the offering of the bedy of Feſus Chriſi once. 


For by one offering he hath perfeticd for ever them 
that are ſanttified, Heb. x. 8, 9, 10, 14. 90, 
belicving himſelf to be the Son of God, in whoſe 
Fcrifice -- Himſelf the Father is well pleaſed, 
le ed Himſelf to the death for His pleaſure 

in 
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in the eternal reconciliation of His people unto 
Him: and they who believe this fame truth for 
their juſtihcation, muſt be thereby felf - denied 
and humble; as they ſee the Son of God hum- 
bled to death for the pride that ſeparated them 
from God, and behold how agreeable humility 
and feit-denial is tu God; and as they know 
that he 1s not to be well pleaſed in them, through 
any excelling qualihcation whereby they may 
lory over other men, but only in his beloved 
Yon, by whoſe one offering all forts of ſinners, 
without diſtinction, are eternally conſecrated to 
God. The faith of this in a finner drawing 
near to God, ſtrikes at the root of all his pride; 
while they that would preſume to pleaſe God, 
in the way of thanking him that they are not 
as other men, (let it be even for their humility,) 
are cheriſhing within their hearts the very ſpring 
of all that pride that is hateful to God, and from 
which they muſt be converted, and become as 
little children, or never enter his kingdom. 

THE love of the truth that Jeſus believed 
and ſpake, is deſcribed in oppoſition to all the 
work of pride, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5. Charity envieth 
not; charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 
d:th nat behave itſelf unſeemiy, feeketh not her otun, 
i- not eaſily provoked, thinketh na evil. And there- 
tore the apoſtle John, exhorting Chriſtians to 
love one another for the truth's ſake, always 
ſpeaks to them as little children, made ſo by the 
knowledge of the truth. Jeſus, who believed 
and ſpake this truth, is pointed out to us in theſe 
words, Pſal. cxxxi. My heart is not haughty, nor 
mine eyes lofty : neither do I exerciſe myſelf li 
matters, or in things tos high for me. Surdly 1, 
behaved and quieted myſelf as a child that is w- 

F bis mother : my ſoul is even as a weaned  '. 
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And all they who have this for the ground of 
their hope of acceptance with God, muſt be the 
ſame way diſpoſed, muſt be learning of Him this 
ſame meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart. As Jeſus 
ſought not his own glory, but the honour of 
Him that ſent him, when he ſpake this truth 
that he believed, and was greatly afflicted; even 
ſo we ſee from this paſſage how his apoſtles be- 
haved, believing and ſpeaking the ſame truth, 
verſe 5. We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, and ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake. 
Their pretended ſucceſſors have behaved mani- 
feſtly in the very contrary way, to the reproach 
of Chriſtianity, But this came to paſs through 
their departing from the faith, as the apoſtles 
foretold. 

6. THe ſpirit of faith in Jeſus cauſed him to 
hope for the joy that was ſet before him in the 
word, that comforted him under his great afflic- 
tion, For faith in him, as well as in all his 
people, anſwers to this deſcription that the apoſtle 
gives of it, Feb. xi. 1. Faith is the confidence of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things nat ſeen. And 
ſo he ſays in this paſſage, Our light affliftion, 
which is but fir a moment, worketh for us a far 
mare exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while 
ive bok nt at the things which are ſeen, but at the 
tings which are nat ſeen. 

THE hope of ſeſus is thus deſcribed by the 
Pſalmiſt, P/al. xvi. 9, 10, 11.—My fleſh ſhall reſt 
in hape. For thou wilt not leave my foul in the 74 
farate tate; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy 
to ſee corruption. Thau wilt ſhew me the path of life : 
fulneſs of joys with thy countenance, pleaſures at thy 
rigbt hand for evermore. In this hope he commend- 
ed his departing ſpirit into the Father's hands, 
and promiſed to the thief on the croſs the * 
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neſs of the heavenly paradiſe, that very day, with 
him in the ſeparate ſtate. And we fee, from the 
beginning of the following chapter, that the 
apoſtles, having the ſame ſpirit of faith, expect- 
ed, upon the diſſolution of the body, to be pre- 
ſent with the Lord Jeſus in heaven, to be at home 
there with him from whom they were now abſent 
in the body, and to ſee him there in whom the 
now believed. Jeſus hoped to be made full of joy 
with the Father's countenance, that was hid from 
his ſoul for the fins of his people, and promiſed 
himſelf fulneſs of joy in the neareſt view and moſt 
lively ſenſe of that which he ſaw not, but only 
believed, when he was greatly afflicted ; even the 
ſenſe of the Father's being well pleaſed in him. 
He hoped that his ſoul, beholding the Father's 
reconciled face, would have communion with the 
Father in that ſame divine glory that he, the Son 
of God, had with him before the world was. 
And he will give this fame glory to the ſouls of 
them that believe, who being ju/lified by faith, re- 
Joice in hope of the glory of Gad. 

JEs vs expected that the Father, well pleaſed in 
his obedience to the death, would reward it by a 
4 life from the dead at his right hand. 

e hoped for this reward as the full manifeſtation 
of the Father's infinite ſatisfaction and delight in 
the doing of his will by his beloved Son. He look- 
ed for a reward, in that life from the dead, ſuit- 
able to the dignity of his divine perſon conde- 
ſcending to do this ſervice, and in the enjoyment 
of which he would appear like himſelf, my as it 
decomes the Son of God to appear. So that if he 
was humbled to death in the body prepared to him 
when he came to do the Father's will, he hoped 
to be exalted in that body by a glorions life from 
the dead on the Father's right hand, reigning I 

II 
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midſt of his enemies till they be made his foout- 
ſtool, judging the world, and inheriting all things 
made new, as heir of all things; and by this he 
expected that the divine glory of his perſon, 
which he had with the Father before the world, 
and which was vailed in his humiliation, ſhould 
ſhine forth in its brightneſs to angels and men. 
Therefore he prayed the Father in theſe words, J 
have glorified thee on the earth, I have finiſhed the 
work which thou gave/t me to do. And now, O Fa- 
ther, glorify me with thine own ſelf, with the glory 
which I had with thee, before the world was. 


As Jeſus hoped for this glorious life from the 


dead to himſelf, and to all his people, as his re- 
ward; ſo all that have the ſame ſpirit of faith 
hope to ſhare with him, as joint heirs, in that 
reward of his doing that will of the Father where- 
by they are juſtined. And ſo the apoſtle ſays in 
this context, Knowing that he which raiſed up the 
Lord Jeſus, fhall raiſe us up alſo by Jeſus, and 
ſhall preſent us with you. They that have the 
ſpirit of faith hope for his coming, having his re- 
ward with him, to give to every one of them ac- 
cording to his works of love to the truth mani- 
feſting their belief of it. And they are encourag- 
ed in the work of faith and labour of love, and 
in ſuffering for the truth, by that Holy Spirit of 
promiſe giving them fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt in 
light of the F ather's countenace, us an earneſt of 


the glory that ſhall be revealed in them; ſo that 


hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of Gad is 
Hed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Gee. And 
this is the Chriſtian hope that every man muſt be 
a —_ to who has not the ſpirit of faith. 

7. I HE patience of Jeſus was the effect of the 
ſpirit of faith in him when he was greatly afflict- 
ed, And this patience appeared in his apoſtles 

having 
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having the ſame ſpirit of faith, as we fee from 
this text and context. Patience includes faith, 
and all the other effects of it, as being our abid- 
ing and continuing in them under the trial of 
faith. Therefore 3 ſays, Let patience have 
her perfret work, that ye may be perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing. The trial of faith gives 
room to the whole work of faith. And patience 
includes all that work. But hope is an eſpe- 
cial ingredient of it. Therefore it is called the 
patience of hope. And we ſee it was ſo in Jeſus the 
author and finiſher of our faith, Ibo, for the 
joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, de- 
ſpiſing the ſhame. Patience in ſuffering with Chriſt, 
and conſolation by the following glory, is the 
t ſcope of the ſcriptures of the prophets, in 
whom the Spirit of 32 te/tified beforeband the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow. 
And the goſpel, preached by the apoſtles with the 
Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven, declaring 
the ſufferings of Jeſus, with his following glory, 
and calling us to ſuffer with him, that we may be 
glorified together, is wholly a doctrine of patience 
and conſolation. So that God, manifeſted in the 
goſpel, is by this diſtinguiſhed, and from this 
yled, The God of patience and conſolation. And 
they who believe to be juſtihed by Chriſt's pati- 
ence, and look for the glory following his ſuffer- 
ings, muſt arm themſelves with the ſame mind, to 
ſuffer with him who hath ſuffered for th m in the 
fleſh. Therefore we find Paul, profiling his 
faith in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and love to that, 
in oppoſition to his own ; at the ſame time thew- 


ing a ſtrong deſire toward the fellowſhip of his ſuf- 


ferings, and conformity to his death, that ſo he 


might attain to that reſurrection of the dead. And 
he tells us, that all true Chriſtans muſt be thus 
minded, WHEN 
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WHEN men profefling Chriſtianity departed 
from the apoſtolic faith, they ſtudied to ſhun ſuf. 
fering perſecution for the croſs of Chriſt. And 
having got hold of worldly power to deſend 
themſelves from perſecution, they departed from 
Chriſt's command of ſaljectien to the powers that 
be; and they at laſt employed that power to per- 
ſecute in the name of the patient Teſus! But this 
is one of the characters of Antichriſt ; in oppoſi- 
tion to whom we find the character of Chriſt's 
followers in the faith thus ſtated in the book of 
Revelation: He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall go 
into captivity : he that killeth with the fuvard, muſt le 
killed with the ſword, (compare /fatih. xxvi. 52 


Here is the PATIENCE and the FAITH of the 
aints. 

l HAvING thus mentioned the moſt remarkable 
effects of faith in Jeſus, and having at the ſume 
time obſerved how they appeared in thoſe who had 
the ſame ſpirit of faith; we may now, by thete, 
reflect upon our belief, and fee if it can appear 
unfeigned by its proper fruits. For if we have 
that ſame ſpirit of faith, it muſt have the ſame ef- 
fects in us: and if we have it not, we are none 
of Chriſt's, we are not Chriſtians, 

LET us ſhew our faith by its fruits. And 
if we cannot pretend to come up to the perfec- 
tion of the ſinleſs pattern, we may go forth by 
their footſteps who ſtand in the New Teſtament as 
patterns of the imitation of Chriſt, having the 
fleſh in them luſting againſt the ſpirit of faith, as 
well as we. The Hebrews are put in mind of the 
apoſtles, who firſt preached the goſpel to them, 
and were their firſt preſpyters or biſhops in Jeru- 
ſalem, when it is ſaid to them, Ab. xiii. 7. 
' Remember your rulers wha have ſpaken unto you the 


word of God : whoſe faith follow, conſidering the 


end 


wm 


DD fo 6) 3 wo 


my — £3 


ny. >, 


— —— —-— — —y—y- 
. 


The Errrers of FAITH. 37 


end of their converſation. Teſus Chriſt the ſame 
yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. Paul appears in 
the New Teſtament as the pattern of the long- 
ſuffering and grace of our Lord exceeding abun- 
dant to finners, with faith and love that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And if we be partakers of that 
grace, to them that believe in Chriſt to eternal 
life, whereof we have a pattern ſhewed us in 
paul; then we muſt take him likewiſe for our 
pattern in following Chriſt, as he ſays, Be ye 
fellyowers of me, even as I alſo am of Chrift; and 
as he alſo ſays, Thee lings which ye have bath 
learned and received, and heard and ſeen in me, dz, 
ard the God of peace fhail be with you. Thoſe 
things which they had heard and ſcen in Him, 
are the fame that he calls, fruc, hangt, juſt, pure, 
l:vely, and f good report. And theſe were the ef- 
fects of faith. In theſe lay the virtue of the 
firſt followers of Jeſus, and theſe had the praiſe 
among them. 
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And when ther had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fa/!ings, they commend- 
ed them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 


VERY Church: i. e. every one of the congre- 
gations in Derbe, Lyſtra, Iconium, and An- 
tioch in Piſidia. The church of Iſrael, though a 
nation, was yet but one congregation, aſſembling 
in one place, and all partaking of one altar; 
even as all the Iſrael of God, the true church, 
prefigured by that, draws near to God in the 
heavenly ſanctuary, all partaking of the one, 
true, heavenly altar, as one congregation. And 
ſo is every viſible church, repreſenting that true 
church, which is inviſible, as the inſtituted fign 
of it, a congregation coming together in one 
place to eat the Lord's ſupper. There is the 
higheſt ordinance of Chriſtian worſhip ; and there 
are ſet all the ordinary Chriſtian church-officers, 
the biſhops or preſbyters, and the deacons : and fo 
we behold Chriſt's viſible church only there. It 
cannot be pretended, by any of the vain diſput- 
ers upon the fooliſh queſtions about the eccle- 
fiaſtic government of the nations of this world, 
that there were more Chriſtians in any of thoſe 
cities, than might aſſemble in one place to eat 
the Lord's Supper. And there are not two 
forts of viſible churches in the New Teſtament. 
THESE churches were congregations of 
Chriſt's 


> @ C0 wv CY ww w — ww. ”” WP WF . FT '- *Y 


w 


ww 


1. In” 


CHRIST's dyble CnurRcn. 39 


Curiſt's diſciples, or believers in Him through 
the word of his apoſtles ; as it is expreſsly ſaid 
here, 17 hen they had preached the goſpel in that city, 
and bad made many diſciples, they returned again to 
Liſtra, and Icanium, and Antioch ; confirming the 
fruls of the diſciples, exhorting them to continue in 
tle faith, and that we mut through much tribulation 
enter int9 the kingdom of God. And when they had 
ordained them elders in every ci urch, and had prayed 
rh faſtings, they commended them to the Lerd, an 
whim they believed. The apoſtles, according to 
the Lord's commiſion to them, firſt made diſ- 
ciples by teaching, immediately baptizing the diſ- 
ciples and their houſes, them and all theirs: and 
after that, they confirmed them in the faith of 
the truth that they taught them, joining them 
together in churches for the obſervation of all 
things whatſoever the Lord commanded them to 
teach the diſciples to obſerve; and cipecially for 
the obſervation of his new commandment of love 
one to another for the ſake of the truth dwelling 
in them; and that they might be companions 
in ſuffering the hatred of the world for that 
truth's fake. The apoſtles therefore looked on 


all thoſe whom they gathered into churches, or 


congregations, to eat the Lord's ſupper, as hav- 
ing the truth dwelling in them ; and fo they be- 
hoved cverv one of them to look upon another ; 
ſeeing they could not love one another as bre- 
thren in the truth, without acknowledging that 
truth as dwelling in them. And fo we fee the 
apoſtles, in their writings to the churches, ſup- 
poſing all their members objects of this brotherly 
love, and commanding them to put away from 


among them any one that appeared otherwiſe. 


They find fault with them for the neglect of an 
of tae offices of this love one to another. They 
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require them all to love one another with thi, 
love; and above all things to have fervent cha. 
rity amongſt themſelves. And they commend 
them highly, when the love of every one of them 
all toward each other aboundeth. Chriit's vi— 
ſible church, then, is the congregation of thote 
whom the apoſtles could call the faints and faith- 
ful in Chrift Feſus. 

HEIR joining the diſciples together in the 
church or congregation aflembling as one body 
to eat the Lord's ſupper, ſerved to confirm their 
ſouls in the faith of the truth that they taught 
them, and to make them ſtedfaſt in ſutiering for 
that truth. Thus the diſciples in Jeruſalem ap- 
peared ſted faſt in the faith, continuing ſtedfaſtly 
in the doctrine of the apoſtles, and in the fel- 
lowſhip, and in the breaking of bread, and in 
the prayers And the apoſtle connects the order 
of the church in Coliſe, with the fedfajtneſs of 
their fun in Chrift - and exhorting the Hebrew: 
to hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith, he di— 
rects them not to forſake the aſſembling of them- 
felves together. 

ELDERS in every Church. Elders is the 
Engliſh word for the Greek proſbyters. Theſe 
are called pers in relation to the church, as a 
flock which they are called to feed. And they 
cannot be but in a church, as being from the be- 
ginning ordained to the diſciples only there, Nor 
is a church complete in its order, or fully fitted 
for aſſembling to cat the Lord's ſupper, without 
theſe elders among them. The apoſtles exerciſed 
this office in the church at Jeruſalem from it 
beginning; and ti reforc Peter and John ex- 
prefsly call themfeives elders. Barnabas joined | 
the diſciples at Ant.och togcther, exhorting then 
all, in whom hie ſaw the grace of God, to on 
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to the Lord with purpoſe of heart ; but they are 
not called the church tijl Saul and he afſlembled 
themſelves with them. Nor are the companies 
of the diſciples in Derbe, Lyſtra, Iconium, and 
Antioch, called churches, till the time when 
Paul and Barnabas ordained them elders. Theic 
indeed cannot be without a church; but without 
them a church wants of its order, and is not 
completely fitted to anſwer its end. 

THESE elders or preſbyters are all miniſters 
of the word. For, 1. This diſtinguiſhes them 
from the deacons, that they muſt be apt te teach, 
or able, by ſcund doctrine, both to exhart, and ta 
convince the gainſayers. And when the miniſtry 
of the church is diſtinguiſhed into theſe two, . 
the mini/try of the word, and the mini/iry of tab!:s, 
and the ſervice of tables is the deacon's work; 
the elder, in diſtinction from the deacon, mutt 
be a miniſter of the word. 2. They are the ru- 
lers, governors, and leaders of the church : and 
the church of Chriit is not to be governed but by 
his word teaching his diſciples to obſerve What 
he commanded. They are not to fecd the flock 
of God as lords over them, but as examples or 
obedience to his commands which they teach 
them to obſerve : for they rule among Chrilt's 
willing people. The preſbyter ruling or preſid- 
ing well, muſt therefore be a miniſter of the 
word, as well as he that labours in the word of 
exhortation, and as he that labours in teaching. 
And as to an elder that is not a miniſter of the 
word, we may tay his character is not in the 
New Teſtament, and he is incapable to rule the 
church of God. 

THe elders or preſbyters are the fame in ſerip- 
ture with biſhops. Their character is the faine, 
Tit. 1. 5,—9. Fer this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, 
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that thou ſhould/? ſet in erier the things that ave 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I bad 
appr ted thee. If any be blameleſs » Far 
bithop muſt be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God, &c. 
compared with 1 Timothy, chap. iii. And their 
work is the ſame. The elders are charged with 
the work of biſhops: tor as Paul bids the Epheſi- 
an elders feed the flock, the church cf God over 
which they were made biſhops; ſo Peter exhorts 
the elders to do the biſhop's work. They feed 
the flock, they teach, they rule or preſide in the 
church, and they lay on hands, as one of theſe 
preſbyteries did on Timothy, whom ſome have 
called a biſhop. One biſhop in the church, ſet 
above the preſbytery or company of preſbyters, 
is an innovation that crept into the church in 
the end of the ſecond century, when the preſby- 
ter ruling or preſiding well in the church, began 
to be diitinguifſhed from the preſbytery by the 
name or 5;þ:p, which the apoſtles had made com- 
mon to all elders. (Sce wiew , Arian hereſy, chap. 
1. ſe. 5.) But, even then, that biſhop and 
preibytery was over a ſingle congregation aſſem- 
bling to, and 2!] partaking of one altar, as it 
was called: for there was no ſuch thing, till long 
after that, as a biſhop or a preſpytery over many 
cong regarions, or a Church made up by the uni- 
on c the overicers of many churches. 

Tu apoſtles did not commit the care of any 
church to a ſingle preſbyter or bichop: for though 
theſe churches here may be ſuppoſed of the ſmall- 
eſt ſize, Paul and Ba: anbas ordained a plurality 
of preibyters in every one of them. So we tee a 
plurality of biſhops as weil as deacons in Phi- 
lippi, and of preſtyters, whom the apoſtle cal! 
bijhaps, in the church of the Epheſians. IN-ither 
is there any thing like an inttance in the New 
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Teſtament, of a church conftitute by the apoſ- 
tles with a ſingle preſbyter or a fingle biſhop. 
And thus, as there was in the ſynagogue a plu- 
rality of chief rulers, Acts xiii. 15; fo likewiſe 
in the church, which the apoſtles called the fyna- 
gogue of Chriſtians, Heb. 10. 25. James ii. 2. ap- 
plying the name of one cf the rulers of the ſyna- 
gogue to the preſiding preſbyter in the Chriſtian 
church, Rev. 1. 20. The angel of the congregation. 
We have good ground then to ſuppoſe, that the 
apoſtles ordained to the Chriſtians in Rome a plu- 
rality of biſhops, as they did in every other city 
and church; and that Linus, Cletus, and Cle- 
mens, whom tradition places in ſucceſſion as 
fingle biſhops there, were biſhops in that church 
at the fame time. And therefore we find tradi- 
tion very dark about the ſucceſſion of the firſt 
biſhops of Rome. 

PAUL and Barnabas ordained them elders. We 
have no ſuch inſtance of the manner of ordaining 
preſbyters or biſhops, as we have of the ordina- 
tion of deacons, Acts vi, And this may Ict us 
ſee the folly and madneſs of thoſe men, who 
have been inſlamed with ſo great zeal about the 
manner of that ordination, and have placed fo 
much religion in it, as to make the whole 
of Chriſtianity to depend on it, and to turn 
upon it as its hinge. And there are allo 
men, giving but ſmall attention to the great 
thing that the ſcripture points out as chiefly to 
be attended to about the ordination of preſbyters, 
viz. their character, who ſhew great religious 
zeal about the call of the people, taking it for 
granted, that their peoples, multitudes, and na- 
tions of Chriſtendom, have the ſame power in 
this matter that Chriſt's diſciples had in the apoſ- 
tolic churches, There has been much diſputing 
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among cortending parties in the Chriſtian world, 
about the election of the Chriſtian people, whether 
it took place originally in the ordination of preſby- 
ters or biſhops, as it did in the ordination of the 
firſt deacons ? And ſome would make this out of 
the Greck word that is here rendered #rdained; 
contending, that it does not fo properly ſignify the 
laying on of hands, as election by the ſtretching 
out of the hands; which was a manner of voting 
in Grecian aſſemblies of the people. It were 
well, if they were as attentive to plain things 
clearly ſaid in the New Teſtament about the or- 
der of the firſt churches, as they have been to 
the hint that they find given them in this Greek 
word. Rut the ſtreſs of this matter needs not be 
laid on this, ſeeing there was no leſs importance 
and concern to the Chriſtian people in the ordi- 
nation of men to care for their fouls, than in the 
ordination of men to the care of their bodily ne- 
ceſſities, and the diſpoſal! of their alms; beſides 
that the people behoved to contribute to the ſuſ- 
tenance of their preſbyters. And as we have no 
inſtance in the New Tcitament of any ſuch deed 
done by the apoſtles, in any church, without the 
conſent of the whole church; this is enough for 
every church going forth by the footitcps of 
Chriſt's fock. But as for any other ſort of ſo- 
cieties going under the Chriſtian name; they 
have nothing to do with this matter, They may 
walk by their own canons. 

As it is not doubted that Paul- and Barnabas 
laid hands on theſe elders when they were or- 
dained, even as the apoftles in Jeruſalem laid 
hands on the firſt deacons at their ordination; 
we may obſerve, that there is no ſuch thing to 
be ſeen in the New Teſtament, as the ordina- 
tion of any church officer with the Jaying on of 
the hands of any ſingle perſon, Paul indeed 
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ſays, he put his hands on Timothy; but as this 
was to convey an extraordinary gift, ſo it appears 


to have been done in one of theſe ſame preſby- 


terics that laid hands on him alſo. And when 
ſome confidently inquire, Who was with Ti- 
tus ordaining elders in every city of Crete, if 
hands were laid on theſe? It may be told them, 
that this ſtrong queſtion goes upon a ſuppoſition 
very weak, becauſe it may prove to be falſe, 
viz. that there were no more miniſters of the 
word, at that time, in Crete to lay on hands: 
for the apoſtle ſpeaks of Apollos, and of Zenas 
the lawyer, as with Titus in Crete, when he 
wrote to him, Tit. iii. 13. | 
PRAYED with faſtings. They prayed at the 
ordination of theſe elders in each church, as the 
apoſtles did when they laid hands on the dea- 


* cons of the church in Jeruſalem, Acts vi. 3, 6. 


And they faſted in every church when they pray- 
ed on this occaſion, even as the preſbytery in the 
church at Antioch joined faſting with prayer 
when they ſeparated Paul and Barnabas, by the 
laying on of hands, to that work to which the 
Holy Ghoſt called them, Acts xiti. 2, 3. 

THrt Lord, in the days of his fleſh, fignified 
that his diſciples, when he ſhould be taken from 
them, would faſt, not as the Phariſees, but in a 
way more agreeable to their faith, and ſuitable 
to the ſtate of his church and kingdom of hea- 
ven; and that they had not yet the occaſions 
tor this faſting, and were not ft for it, while 
they were not yet delivered from their prejudice 
of a ſecular Mefliah, and a temporal Chriſtian 
kingdom, Matth. ix. 14. —17. After he was 
taken from them, they uſed faſting, not only 
ſecretly, and in their houſes, according to Matth. 
vi. 16, 17, 18. 1 Cor. vii. 5; but in the 

church; 


46 CHRIST's vue CRuR ck. 


church; as we ſee the prophets and teachers 
miniſtering to the Lord, and faſting in the 
church that was at Antioch, Acts xiii. 1, 2. 
It was not their cuſtom indeed to faſt on the 
Lord's day, the only day of thankſgiving that 
they obſerved religiouſly. But they faſted on 
other days, as occaſion ſerved: for we hear not 
of any — annual or weekly faſts obſerved by 
them; but, as they had opportunity, they mi- 
niſtered to the Lord, and faſted. And the de- 
ſign of their faſting had no connection with the 
different intereſts of the kingdoms of this world: 


it referred to the kingdom of beaven, and the 


intereſt of that kingdom which is not of this world. 
The furtherance of the goſpel of that kingdom 
was the great thing ſought after in theſe ſolemn 

yers that were joined with faſting; and that 
reſpects all nations without difference, which 
ſhall all hate it to the end. As the miniſtry of 
the word has the neareſt connection with this 
great deſign of faſting, it was very proper to 
Join the prayers with faſting on occaſion 
of ſeparating the miniſters of the word to 
their work. Evils ariſing in the churches, and 
ſigns of the Lord's diſpleaſure among them, 
o them alſo opportunities and calls to mourn. 

ut as to nation riſing againſt nation, and king- 
dom againſt kingdom, and the evils that 
make the hearts of worldly men fail for fear 
of thoſe things that are coming on the werld, 
the Lord commands his diſciples not to be 


troubled with theſe things. When a king of 


this world calls his ſubjects to faſt, as the 
king of Nineveh did his ſubjects, and to pray 
for him; Chriſtians can faſt in their aſſemblies 
at any time, except on the Lord's day: and as 
they are commanded to pray for kings, and all ir 
authority, that they may lead quiet and peaceable 
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lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty; they may, 


on that occaſion, join faſting with theſe prayers. 
But ſtill, in this faſting, they muſt have chiefly 
in view the concerns of the kingdom that 1s not 
of this world, and the great ſalvation that is 
common to men of all ranks, and of all nations, 
without difference: becauſe this is the reaſon 
why the apoſtle would have prayers to be made 
for all men, for kings, and all in authority, That 
God will have ail men to be ſaved, and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 

THEY commended them to the Lord, on whom 
they believed. This they did, when they had or- 
dained them elders in every church, and prayed 
with faſtings. This was the utmoſt that they 
could do to them. And having thus completed 
their order as churches of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
they left them, in that order, to his care, and 
depending on him in whom they believed, to 
preſerve them in the faith, and lead them thro' 
much tribulation into his heavenly kingdom. 
And this is agreeable to what the Land ſaid to 
the church of his brethren, with their two or 
three elders among them, to which the offended 
brother tells his brother's treſpaſs, Matth xvii. 
18. Whatſoever ye fall bind on carth, ſpall be 
bound in heaven; and whatſzever ye ſhall loſe 
on earth, ſhall be locſed in heaven. For this 
makes every ſuch church immediately depen- 
cent on heaven, and altogether independent, in 
binding and looſing, of any power under hea- 
ven. Therefore Paul, leaving the Epheſian 
preſbytery, no more to ſee them, and charging 
them to take heed to themſelves, and to all the 
lock, in the foreſight of falſe teachers ariſing 
among them, or entering among the flock as 
wolves, does not refer them, in this caſe, to the 
care of any biſhop or ſuperior judicature; but 
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commends them to God, and to the word of 
his grace. And the Lord, writing to the 
churches of Aſia, ſpeaks to cach of them as 
having full power to correct evils amongſt 
themſelves, and refers them to no ſupcrior 
power but his own; and ſets forth himſelf in 
relation to them, as he that opencth, and no 
man ſbutteth';; and ſhutteth, and no man open- 
eth; taking it wholly upon himſelf to ſet an 
open door, that no man can ſhut, before them 
keeping his word, and not denying his name, 
Every church having the ſcriptures, has now 
the apoſtles and prophets, as the Jews had 
Moſes and the prophets in the time of our Lord, 
and needs not ſeck (as the church in Antioch 
to Jeruſalem, Acts xv.) to any other church, 
or to any ſociety of men on earth, for any 
part of the New- Teſtament revelation z; which 
began indeed at Jeruſalem, and came out from 
the church there; but is now perfected, and fo 
complete in the ſcriptures, that no apoſtle nor 
angel from hcaven can add any thing to it. E- 
very church of the ſaints is built on the foun- 
dation of the apoſtles and prophets, building to- 
gether in Chriſt for an habitation of God thro' 
the Spirit; and having his word and Spirit re- 
maining amongſt them, they need not go to any 
other church, or any aſſembly of church-rulers, 
to ſeek the Spirit. When the queſtion is, Who 
ſhall keep all the Churches in order, and correct 
any whole church walking diſorderly, and do- 
ing evil? the biſhop of Rome pretends to do it; 
a general council alſo pretends to do it; a dio- 
ceſan biſhop and a claſſical preſbytery both pre- 
tend to hold many churches in union, and rule 
them as one church in the eccleſiaſtic govern- 
ment of the nations of this world. But Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath not inſtituted any ſuch go- 
vernment 
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rernment for the kingdoms of this world, be- 
cauſe his kingdom is not of this world, anſwers 
the queſtion, as to his own churches, in this 
manner, I walk in the ndſi of the golden can- 
dlefticks, I held the ſtars in my right hand. He 
rebukes and chaſtens the churches; and, if they 
repent not, removes the candleſtick, or ſpues 
them out of his mouth. And he hath not given 
this, which he claims as his prerogative, into 
the hands of any man or fociety of men, to 
Rand up in his place, and rule his churches; 
but hath made every one of them, with its own 
preſbytery, or its own college of biſnops, imme- 
diately dependent on himſelf; and fo indepen- 
dent of all others. 


THe apoſtle Peter writes to Chriſtians, and 
deſcribes them, in diſtinction from other men, 
in this manner, To them that have obtain- 
ed like precious faith with us, in the righteouſneſs 
of our God, and Savinur Feſus Chri/t. 

FAIT H— in the righteouſneſs of — Feſus 
Chriſt. He diſtinguiſhes the faith of Chriſtians 
by its eſpecial object, viz. the righteouſneſs 
wrought by Jeſus Chrift, finiſhed in his death, 
and rewarded in his reſurrection ; which Chriſ- 
tians believe with the heart unto righteouſ- 
nels, and conteſs wich the mouth unto falva- 
tion. Rom. x. 8, a, 10. 

THE ͤrigbieonſnſt of our God and Savigur. 
They who believe in his righteouſneſs, as did 
the apoſtles, lov; upon him as God: for he is 
as e preibly called the God of Chriſtians here, 
where he is pointed out as the efpecial object 
ot their faith, as he is called their Lord, verſe 
11. where his kinzdom is ſpoke of: The 
Jag tim of our Led ava Saviaur Jeſus Chriſt. 

Peter, 
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Peter, and the other apoſtles, believed and con- 
feſſed him to be the Son of God in t e days of 
his fleſh, in oppoſition to thoſe Jews who were 
ready to acknowledge him as that great pro- 
phet, like Moſes, and to take bim by force, and 
make him their king; but were oftended at his 
ſaying, he came down from heaven to give his 
fleſh and blood for the life of the world, and ſo 
to give them eternal life. The Jews condemn- 
ed him to death as a blaſphemer, for calling 
himſelf the Son of God, ſo as to make bimſelf 
God; and then triumphed in his death, as the 
deciſion of that great queſtion on their fide. And 
the diſciples whoſe faith had been ſhaken by his 
death, again triumphed in bis reſurrection, as 
the full deciſion of the queſtion on tie fide of 
their faith, declaring him to be tte Son of God 
with power. Tteretore T homas, wien he was 
ſatished of the truth of his reſurrection, ſaid 
to him upon it, My Lerd, and my God. It 
is without controverſy in the church of the 
living God, that God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
Juſtified in the Spirit, 1 Tim. iii. 185 10. 
For that church is built upon this rack, Matth. 
xvi. 16, 18. And as it is built on this rock, it is 
the pillar and flay of the truth, which is confirm- 
ed as well as moſt firmly believed in it. In that 
church, Jeſus is called by this name, Fehowah 
our righteouſneſs, according to the prophecy of 
Jeremiah, xxiii. 6. And this name where- 
by ſhe calls him, is her motto, by which ſhe 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed from all other ſocieties, chap. 
XXXiii. 16. For this ſociety conſiſts of all them, 
and none other but them, who bave obtained 
the like faith, in the righteouſneſs of tl eir God 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that the apoſtles had. 
Who have obtained like precious faith wa 15. 
ere 
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HERE the apoſtle Peter places himſelf, as well 
as the other apoſtles, on a level with all Chriſ- 
tians, as to this faith. Every Chriſtian is not a 
choſen witneſs of Chriſt's reſurrection, is not in- 
ſpired to make the New-Teſtament revelation ; 
nor are all Chriftians endued with the gifts and 

wers that the apoſtles had for that purpoſe. 
Neither have they the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven given them, as Peter had, that by him 
God ſhould open the door of faith, firſt to the 
circumciſed, as Acts, chap. ii. and then to the 
uncircumciſed, as chap. x. But as to this faith, 
every Chriſtian is one with him, and with all 
the apoſtles. Every one of them obtains it the 
fame way as Peter did, Matt. xvi. 17. Bleſſed 
art thou Simon Bar-jona : Find fleſh and blood hath 
not revealed it to thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. For they are all taught of Gad, John 
vi. 44, 45; and they all know him, from the 
leaft to the greateſt, Heb. viii. 11. hether 
we value tnis faith by what is believed, the 
righteouſncſs of our God, and Saviour; or b 
the ground of belief, the teſtimony 7 God, 1 
Thelt. ii. 13. or by it's cauſe, and the wa 
of obtaining it, as it is the gift of God in the 
behalf 2 Chriſt, and comes by divine teach- 
ing, Eph. ii. 8. Philip. i. 29; or by its 
peculiar efficacy in us, conforming us to Jeſus 
Chriſt, eſpecially in the work and labour of 
charity, verſe 5, 6, 7: it is as valuable, as 
precious, and demands as much reſpect and 
honour from us in every Chriſtian, as in the 
apoſtle Peter. 

Tre deſign of his writing to them is, that 
they may, after his deceaſe, have the things 
that wer; taught by the apoſtles always in re- 
membrance, verſe 15. Moreover, I will endea- 
daur that you may be able, after my —— to 

ave 
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baue thoſe things always in remembrance, This 
he ſays in the foreſight of falſe teachers to a- 
riſe, chap. ii. 1. But there were falſe prophets 
alſa among the people, even as there fhall be falſe © 
teachers among you, who. privily ſhall bring in dam- 
zable herefies, He declares this to be the deſign 
of both epiſtles, to keep in remembrance what 
the firſt Chriſtians heard from the apoſtles; 
and ſo bids them be mindful of the words 
of the prophets, and of the commandment 
of the apoſtles, chap. iii. 1, 2. This ſecond 
2777 beloved, I now write unto you: in both 
which I Hir up your pure minds by way of remem- 
brance ; that ye may be mindful of the words which 
were ſpoken before by the holy prophets, and of the * 
commandments of us the apoſiles of our Lord and: 
Saviour. And he commends the whole epiſtlea 
of Paul, with the other ſcriptures, as the 
guard againſt ſeduction, notwithſtanding ſome 
things in them hard to be underſtood, and 
reſted by thoſe who are not taught of God, 
nor ſtabliſhed in the faith, chap. iii. 15, 16, 
17. — Even as our beloved brother Paul alſo, ac 
cording to the wiſdom given unto him, hath writ- 
ten unto you; as alſo in all his epiſtles, ſpeaking 
in them of theſe things : in which are ſome things 
hard to be underſtood, which they that are unlearned 
and unſtable tre, as alſo the other ſcriptures, unis 
their own deſtruction. Ye therefore, beloved, ſee- 
ing ye know before, beware leſt ye alſo, being led a- 
way with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 


fleafaſineſs. 


1 


